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HAPPY LAND Coward, McCann 


Kantor, MacKinlay 


All the ingredients for the perfect quickie ~ a slim book (no bigger than 
Yr. Chips or The Snow Goose, for which markets it is a candidate), made to measure with 
all the ingredients, - good American-way-of-~life-in-a-~small-—town flavor, sentiment un- 
ashamed and not too sticky, and a plausible thread of story set in a fantasy frame. Per- 
sonally, though I confess that the machinery was obvious, I found tears near the surface 
as I read. The unaware will find it moving, and aptly timed. For here is a story of 
another small family broken by the war, an only son, dead, and parents grieving, a fa- 
ther embittered, feeling his boy's life was wasted, a mother, saddened, but knowing life 
must go on. Then comes the shade of his grandfather, a friendly, warm-hearted ghost, 
who takes Lew Marsh firmly in hand, leading back through the landmarks that marked his 
bey's full life, making him see that here was an America that must go on, though the 
price be high. It is the old Christmas Carol technique, though Lew Marsh was no Scrooge. 
And at the end, back on the job, another window to life is opened, Very saleable ~ an 
excellent plus sale item, but in the long haul it hasn't the spiritual life of The Snow 
Goose (though it will touch some readers who were not reached by that), nor has it the 
deep roots of tradition and nostalgia in the character of its central figure that make 
Mr. Chips a symbol. Watch and check it for a big turnover. $1,25 


Winter Taps The Till 


A reasonably good expectation for substantial sales in the following;- an excellent story 
of marriage, for women, by Helen Hull, A CIRCLE IN THE WATER (Coward, McCann); a dark 
horse romance, THE WHOLE HEART by Helen Howe (Simon & Schuster); the new, much~heralded 
Isak Dinesen short stories, WINTER'S TALES (Random House); and two sure pullers, Eliza- 
beth Corbett with EXCUSE ME, MRS. MEIGS (Appleton-Century), and Hervey Allen's THE FOR- 
EST AND THE FORT (Farrar & Rinehart), A newcomer and a find (?) in the near-mystery line, 


Richard Powell, with DON’T CATCH E (Simon & Schuster), See reports to follow, 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS~ Fiction 


January 4 

Lofts, Norah THE BRITTLE GLASS Knopf 

Romantic fiction in a period portrait, indirectly presented, with high color 
and some dramatic effects. This is the story of Sorrel Kingaby, scorned and neglected 
by her father because of her sex, who gets her revenge for a shoddy childhood when she 
inherits her father's estate and business at his death. Strong willed, competent, pois- 
ed, Sorrel determines to carry on as thoggh she were a sone Sorrow comes when she falls 
in love with the office clerk, Jamie, only to have him accept her financial help and 
amen run off with another girl. Seeking to rescue the business, she goes into a project 
with two smugglers, is seduced by one, who is killed by the law, and finds herself car- 
rying his child. At the close she decides to see it throtgh, ignoring that eugene — 

+d 


has treated her so ill. 
- 620 - 











Vol. X December 15, 1942 No. 24 
ruCT io 
MUST BOOKS 
January 15 
HAPPY LAND Coward, McCann 


Kantor, MacKinlay 


All the ingredients for the perfect quickie ~ a slim book (no bigger than 
Yr. Chips or The Snow Goose, for which markets it is a candidate), made to measure with 
all the ingredients, - good American-way-of-~life-in-a-~small-—town flavor, sentiment un- 
ashamed and not too sticky, and a plausible thread of story set in a fantasy frame. Per- 
sonally, though I confess that the machinery was obvious, I found tears near the surface 
as I read. The unaware will find it moving, and aptly timed. For here is a story of 
another small family broken by the war, an only son, dead, and parents grieving, a fa- 
ther embittered, feeling his boy's life was wasted, a mother, saddened, but knowing life 
must go on. Then comes the shade of his grandfather, a friendly, warm-hearted ghost, 
who takes Lew Marsh firmly in hand, leading back through the landmarks that marked his 
bey's full life, making him see that here was an America that must go on, though the 
price be high. It is the old Christmas Carol technique, though Lew Marsh was no Scrooge. 
And at the end, back on the job, another window to life is opened, Very saleable ~ an 
excellent plus sale item, but in the long haul it hasn't the spiritual life of The Snow 
Goose (though it will touch some readers who were not reached by that), nor has it the 
deep roots of tradition and nostalgia in the character of its central figure that make 
Mr. Chips a symbol. Watch and check it for a big turnover. $1,25 


Winter Taps The Till 


A reasonably good expectation for substantial sales in the following;- an excellent story 
of marriage, for women, by Helen Hull, A CIRCLE IN THE WATER (Coward, McCann); a dark 
horse romance, THE WHOLE HEART by Helen Howe (Simon & Schuster); the new, much~heralded 
Isak Dinesen short stories, WINTER'S TALES (Random House); and two sure pullers, Eliza- 
beth Corbett with EXCUSE ME, MRS. MEIGS (Appleton-Century), and Hervey Allen's THE FOR- 
EST AND THE FORT (Farrar & Rinehart), A newcomer and a find (?) in the near-mystery line, 


Richard Powell, with DON’T CATCH E (Simon & Schuster), See reports to follow, 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS~ Fiction 


January 4 

Lofts, Norah THE BRITTLE GLASS Knopf 

Romantic fiction in a period portrait, indirectly presented, with high color 
and some dramatic effects. This is the story of Sorrel Kingaby, scorned and neglected 
by her father because of her sex, who gets her revenge for a shoddy childhood when she 
inherits her father's estate and business at his death. Strong willed, competent, pois- 
ed, Sorrel determines to carry on as thoggh she were a sone Sorrow comes when she falls 
in love with the office clerk, Jamie, only to have him accept her financial help and 
amen run off with another girl. Seeking to rescue the business, she goes into a project 
with two smugglers, is seduced by one, who is killed by the law, and finds herself car- 
rying his child. At the close she decides to see it throtgh, ignoring that eugene — 

+d 


has treated her so ill. 
- 620 - 











December: 16, 1942 Fiction ~ 681 . 
January 11 
Hult, Helen A CIRCLE IN THE WATER Coward, McCann 


° A good, meaty, civilized novel of marriage, a marriage that went on the 
rocks. Perhaps not a particularly profound nor compelling book, but Helen Hull looks 
below the surface, so that as one reads, one experiences emotionally, as well as intel- 
lectually, the problems of the characters. The story starts in a college town - one 
Shares intimately the closeness of bond between the young college professor and his 
wife, her pride in his achievement, in his new book, in his promised promotion, in the 
seal of approval indicated by the invitation to dine at the president's home. And then 
ene shares equally in the disintegration of the marriage, as the husband is unable to 
meet adverse conditions, and escapes himself in affairs, half known, half sensed, with 
other women. And finally, divorce ~- and remarriage - the son growing up in a rootless 
background — both of them, even in second marriages, feeling the tug of the old rela- 
tion, Well done ~ good characterizations -—- plausible situations - a problem novel for 
women readers, primarily. $2.50 


.& 
Benefield, Barry EDDIE AND THE ARCHANGEL MIKE Reynal & Hitchcock 


| The author of Valiant is the ¥ord for Carrie and The Chicken Wagon Family 
and April Was When It Began has written a sort of adult fantasy-blend of faith, romance 
and humor in a gentle tale of love and trust that conquers evil, despair, poverty and 
fear. Another "valiant" company of little people are transformed by two who have faith 
(Perry, who has run away from home and who is dreaming dreams for her strange place of 
work ~ and the archangel, Michael, in human form, always at hand when needed). There 
is Eddie, a sourish proofreader, who needs what they have to offer, There is Mandy, a 
pickpocket Perry has adopted. And there are others, who find the world a better place, 
Written with a homely quality that endears Benefield to many of his readers. S E P ser- 
ialization. : $2450 


January 18 
Sullivan, Alan | THREE CAME TO VILLE MARIE Coward, MeCann 


"Ville Marie" is now Montreal. In the days when Louis XIV ruled France and 
Mmee de Maintenon ruled Louis, when Frontenac was eating his heart out, desperately. beg- 
ging to be sent back to his beloved New France, when French and Indians were in-deadly 
conflict on the border lands, “Ville Marie" was barely more than a thinly protected fort, 
a jungle, and land which was slowly awakening to its role of agricultural richése. This 
is the story of the giant Breton, Paul de Lorimier, studious farmer, who loved 
Jacqueline, but did not know how to tell hefs of Jacqueline, who yearned to leave 
Brittany behind her and know Paris, but who found it too much for her when opportunity 
came; of Jules, who laughed and loved and gambled, and who changed both of théir lives. 
Mmes de Maintenon had her finger in the circumstances that sent thein all to Canada ~ 
where they learned to live anew, and when need came, to die» A rather grim page of 
history, enlivened by skillful weaving of a human storys The author has been awarded 


the Governor-General'’s Annual Literary Award for the best Canadian novel of the year. 
$250 


Carson, Robert THE BRIDE SAW RED Putnam 


; Bright, slight comedy, good for rentals ~ feathery farce in the story of 
George who finds he's had about enough of his purse~and-apron stringing Mother, and’ 
decides to get back at her by way of Marthe, posing as a refugee. But he gets his back 
with interest, for Marthe, once married to him, refuses to make his Mother pay, and in 
forcing him into his first job, makes a man of him, $2.00 
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January 19 
Verissimo, Erico CROSSROADS Macmillan 


This was originally reported for Fall publication ~ now postponed to this 
date. It was a Brazilian best seller, but one which seems at odds with American tastes, 
in a derisive, unpleasant picture of various unconnected individuals in a city commun- 
ity. His people ~ rich and poor — are all alike selfish, vain, lustful, complaining, 
meaningless, serving only to illustrate the idea that there is no real beauty in life. 
A consumptive, a professor, a public benefactor, a family of nouveauxriches with spoil- 
ed children, a spendthrift, a playboy, a prostitute - these are a few among many in an 


unpalatable book, notslated for general consumption. $2.75 
January 20 Fae 
Prokosch, Frederic THE CONSPIRATORS Harper 


Provocative, but perhaps a slighter book than his previous novels, but with 
the odd hold and the intense, exotic, often unreal stylistic beauty which gives his 
work its strange appeal. The novel is simply the story of a kill, set in Lisbon, pres- 
ent day amalgam of all Europe. Vincent, a Dutchman, framed and sent to prison by a 
Nazi, escapes with only one intent, the death of the man who sent him theree Second to 
revenge is his desire to see Irina, whom he had loved, but who has taken another lover, 
Hugo, whose strong physical appeal outweighed her instinctive distrust and dislike, 
Vincent's search through the Underground for the identity of his victim, his meeting 
again with Irina, the realization that Hugo is the man he is seeking, and the murder- 















this makes the story. 2150 Lt 
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Baldwin, Faith WASHINGTON, US A Oo Farrar & Rinehart 


Novelette composite, in line with Nanhattan Nights, Medical Center, etc. 
Six of them this time, ~— boom town background, with full quota on entertainment and 
romance, Stories of white collar girls, of a socialite nurse's aide, of a navy girl, 


eight or nine heroines with problems involving old heartbeats and new. $2.50 
January 30 
Freeman, Joseph NEVER CALL RETREAT Farrar & Rinehart 


A strange book, and one which I, quite frankly, found difficult reading. It 
is a blend of realism—cum-symbolism, set in a unique frame, as an Austrian, nerve victim 
of the war, relives his life during seven months of psychoanalysise Wrecked emotionally, 
mentally, physically, by the growing piled up horror of concentration camp, and the poi- 
son of hate and suspicion, even among the prisoners, he is unable to reorientate himself 
when he escapes to America ~ and comes to the doctor, His closely packed life record is 
given chronologically, broken only by the recurrent segments of a strange symbolic dream, 
presented here as dialogue-drama, involving the historical characters and periods with 
which his life as a teacher had dealt, - Eusebius, Condorcet, the French Revolution etc. 
The story breaks, therefore — now patterned along somewhat routine lines as it recounts 
the inner conflict of a youth, interested only in the past and forced to live violently 
in the present, the years in concentration camp, where he became part of the underground 
plotting; now turning to philosophizing, recapturing of moods of the past, escape into 
a dream world. It is very long, closely written, with an authentic ring to the phase 
dealing with Austria as Nazism took stranglehold. But certainly not a book for the 
average reader. $3.00 
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January ??? 


Miller, Helen Topping WILD LILAC Appleton—Century 


Nice rental and public library item, in the old Temple Bailey tradition. 
Love and the glamor of rebellion, with Joel Barron, gambler and lone wolf, and Mary, 
his niece, as the central figures in their attempt to escape their New England puritan 
parents. Joel takes her to Louisiana, where they are attracted to the aristocratic 
Lineaus, widow and son, but Mary rebels again and takes up with a rotter, only to get 
herself involved in an escapade from which young Lineau rescues her. Love wins the 
day. / $2.00 


Whiting, Herbert THE LISTENERS Appleton-Century 


Fair enough tale of one summer and what it brought to the assorted lives 
of the Massingleys, Hodge, the new tutor, and Miss Hatch, secretary to the Massingley 
children's aunt, Eve, who deliberately widens the breach between her brother and his 
children. But Hodge brings new meaning into their lives, until Eve makes trouble there, 
too, estranging him from Meg and driving Jan to near tragedy. Finally, it is Miss 
Hatch, her secretary, who is forced into using her knowledge of Eve's secret to drive 
her out of their lives. A story of how skeletons from the past influence the unfold- 
ing of boy into adult life. $2, 50 


De Capite, Michael MARIA John Day 


A sombre, authentic picture of three generations of immigrants, of adjust-— 
ment, absorption, of conflict between the old and the new. Maria is a second genera- 
tion Italian immigrant, whose isolation in colonies of the foreign born has kept her 
in ignorance of the country's language, customs and the significance of the life a- 
round her. She marries ambitious Domonic, follows his enterprises with innocent lack 
of comprehension of the meaning of bootlegging and stock market manipulation, until the 
crash and his subsequent borrowing, drives him from home, deserting Maria and leaving 
her to care for their children and assorted relatives. A rather grim picture of an as-— 
pect of American life of which too little is generally known,—- but not light reading. 


4 ’ “Yu €: $2. 50 
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Aladanov, Mark THE FIFTH SEAL Scribner 


This is a rather disjointed and sprawly novel of men and women in literary 
and diplomatic circles in Paris of the ‘30's. Through the medium of conversations 
and soliloquies the confusion and uncertainties of the times, against a suggested back- 
ground of mood keyed by the Russian upheaval, the Spanish war, with actual plot or 
development of the various groups of characters taking second place. The author suc- 
ceeds in making some of his individuals interesting enough, but has utterly failed to 
develop his parts. into a compelling whole. In spite of a certain facility of style, 
the result is long, tedious and unrewarding reading, and one feels that the style may 


be due to the skill of the translator rather than the talent of the author himself. 
$2.75 77? 


Howe, Helen THE WHOLE HEART Simon & Schuster 


Good woman's fiction with a sharp, often personal note, in a tart, yet oc- 
casionally sentimental novel, which bears the earmarks of being a roman a clef, Through 
the letters and diaries of the four women who loved him, the story of a New England 
Pulham is told. Jim is a writer, a liberal intellectually and a coward morally. The 
four women were Mary, his cousin, gentle, se}lf~sacrificing; Barbara, new rich, worldly, 
whom he marries and escapes, after she has an affair with a Russian; Con, whom he really 
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loves but who doesn't give him sufficient courage to break with Barbara; and finally, 
Briggsy, perennial collegiate, cheerful, banal, but there to catch him after his di- 
vorce. It is the sort of book that has enough of that recognition quality so that wo- 
nen are going to see themselves — or people they know ~ in every role. Watch it — it 

may catch fire. $2.50 







February @ /|/ 



























Saxton, Mark THE YEAR OF AUGUST Farrar & Rinehart 


Reads well enough, this third in a series of semi-intellectualized intrigue 
tales, smoothly handled but unevenly exciting (Danger Road and The Broken Circle). 
This one involves an American Cliveden set, social, conservative, anti-government, 
headed by a Senator and his mistress. Against his will, Bill, gentleman farmer, is 
sucked into an undercover attempt to get facts on Senator Durliner, and works on the 
case with attractive Ellen Tindall. The two filch their evidence but are recognized 
in so doing; they have a long, tense time of it evading Durliner and his men, but 


eventually anag anelectordl scheme which would jeopardize the country. . $2.50 
February 8 
Nichols, Margaret TO LIVE WITH LOVE Macrae Smith 


Smooth veneer for rental number. Carol's husband falls for a lazy, shallow 
luxury loving girl, and asks for divorce. Carol bolsters her pride in face of sur: ir-~ 
ban tongues and raised eyebrows, through several beaux.. There's her husband's best 
friend, interested in the alimony; there's an elderly philanderer who enjoys spending 
money on her; there's cosmopolitan Clive, who wants anaffair but no marriage. Of 


a course, at the close the husband comes back. $2.00 
February 10 
Wallace, Francis EXPLOSION Morrow 


A first novel - able — but not important, though the author shows more than 
promise. This book is a concentrated, composite picture of a mine, of the people's 
subjugation to it, of ever present distrust and anxiety, superstitions and nerves, and 
of the inevitable explosion, which brings ruin and tragedy to some and change to others. 
In particular it is the story of Marie who marries Buck, a miner, against her mother’s 
wishes, for to her mother the mine is a monster to which her own life has been sacri- 
ficed. Then there is the explosion, the death of Marie's father and of men sent to 
the rescue, and man—imposed justice on the saboteur responsible. An industrial novel, 
rather thinly plotted. $2.50 


February 19 
McCormick, Jay NOVEMBER STORM Doubleday, Doran 


While I was reading this, I noticed in the paper a news item of a "tanker 
missing - 32 feared lost on Lake Erie" ~ of the finding of wreckage and six bodies. 
Ordinarily, I should not have noticed it. With November Storm in the forefront of my 
imagination, it had a human, personal. interest, for the book had given me a sense of 
the life on these inland lakes, of the kinds of men employed on the carriers, of the 
leves and lusts and passions and friendships and hatreds; of drinking and whoring; of 
) the daily round on board and brief stays on shore. It is tough and raw and crude at 

times; it has an undertone that skirts the edge of perversion in the handling of the 
z strange friendship between the card sharper Whitey, an albino, and young Sean, still 


"wet behind the ears". But it is an unforgettable book — though a hard book to place. 
$2.50 
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Dinesen, Isak WINTER'S TALES Random House 


AA 
Anyone caught unaware by the magic of Seven Gothic Tales will welcome this 
new volume of short stories from the pen of this gifted Danish writer. Fourteen tales 
in all, for the most part quite different from her first group, evidence of versatility, 
but lacking ~ in my opinion - the zest that discovery gave the others. These are more 
realistic; the symbolism, where it is an integral part, is clearer cut; the period - a 
world that is no more — is Europe of the 19th century for the most part. There is a 
recurrent theme of the relation of foster or adopted children to parents; there are 
psychological stories of love, of marriage; there is a definite class consciousness, 
an awareness Of the anachronism of survival of a feudal system; now and again there 
is a fairy tale pattern of kings and princesses, of magic and unearthly powers. 
Isak Dinesen is one of today's greatest spinners of tales. She keys her style to her 
period, which occasionally gives one a sense of almost too deliberate a pattern, too 
lush a metier. But on the whole, it is a delight to feel the delicacy and beauty of 
perfect craftsmanship. Definitely for an intellectual market ~ "caviare to the general". 
Part of dual selection, Book of the Month. $2.75 





Longstreet, Stephen THE LAND I LIVE Random House 


Longstreet is attempting to telescope the mood and pace of this 20th cent- 
ury into a story focussed on one main character, in a novel that doesn't — from that 
angle ~ measure up to Ben Ames Williams' Time of Peace, nor in scope does it compare 
with the trilogy written in the past few years by Upton Sinclair. And yet it has some- 
thing of both, is adequate and readable enough, but lacks the punch of his own Decade. 
A younger brother, brooding over the past as itrelates to the steps by which his older 
brother reached the seats of the mighty, attempts to formulate what it was, in charac- 
ter and molding of events, that produced the man destined to be the next president of 
the United States. It is intended to be a story that might be true, of small town 
middle west, of a family of mixed antecedents, of the swan among the ugly ducklings, 
the son for whom everything broke right. He married a girl who gave him a social lift, 
but who lost herself in drugs and drink, their marriage a failure. After her death, 
he married a girl who prodded him one It is a story of a youth who learned to play the 
game, then deserted his political mentors for an ideal -— and won througn. It is a story 
built on the tale told every small boy ~ that every American torn lad has a chance at 
the White House. Perhaps I'm inclined to prefer less artificial formulae for pictures 
of these times, $2.50 


February 24 
Iams, Jack PROPHET BY EXPERIENCE Morrow 


More hearty hilarity from the author of The Countess to Boot, and enthus— 
iasts will like equally well the zany activities of Julie and Charlie, camera-typewriter 
team, and naive hermit, Hylobates Hoolock, who pulled a fifteen year Walden in New Eng- 
land woods. Sent by their magazine Birdseye (alias Time) to bring Hylobates back, a~ 
live and bearded.,, they miss out on the beard but induce him to come back to New York. 
Misfortunes follow, including a bubonic plague charge, an.editor's suspicion that Hy- 
lobates is a hoax, Julie's involvement with the hermit and split with Charlie, and 
finally Hylobates return to New England and the schoolteacher who was waiting for him. 
More than a bit cockeyed, but perhaps this particular sort of Thornesmithania is 
needed as an antidote today. Personally, I don't think it measures up to The Countess 
to Boot, $2,50 
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February 26 


Massie, Chris THE GREEN CIRCLE Random House 
Interesting psychological probing, which might be defined as mental exer- 
cise wher than in the thriller or horror class. Egan Borthwick, 25 years an inmate 
of a mental hospital, tells his story, and the doctor who watched him explains and 
analyzes the case, after Egan's death. His tale of madness through violence, of the 
"Sreen circle" and conscience motif, Unity Purchase, is told to a murderess whose 
crime he offers to assume and, in giving himself up, enters his last illusion: the 
doctor's story, told to a psychiatric confrere, recreates Egan's madness as too great 
use of a fine brain, misses the real cause of his unbalance, but reveals Egan's own 


$2.00 
February %¥% é aie 


Corbett, Elizabeth EXCUSE ME, MRS. MEIGS Appleton-Century 


story as imaginary. Deft. 


Our favorite hardy perennial, Mrs. Meigs, now 82, decides to marry her 
faithful, chivalrous friend, Horace Cunningham, and finds herself missing her identity 
and resenting the loss of her independence. Many things happen in this 
"first year". Her favorite granddaughter has a son; Mrs. Meigs breaks her leg and is 
moved in on by her most officiousdaughter and two nurses; Mrs. Meigs, indefatigable 
matchmaker, plots matrimony for one nurse and gets rid of the other; and at the close, 
she accepts the mantle of her new estate more gracefully. Homestyle happenings, of es 


as Mrs. Meigs, 


sure popularity with her conservative, mature following. | P - $2.00 
MastcLr ° 
Allen, Hervey THE FOREST AND THE FORT TT Farrar & Rinehart 


The opening galley proofs almost defeated me, for they seemed to indicate 
that Hervey Allen had gone a trifle fey. Once behind me, with their symbolic recap- 
turings and parable language, I got into the swing of his story and enjoyed it, though 
I don't think it has the richness and pace of his previous work, nor the enormous zest 
of Anthony Adverse. Once again he has turned back the pages of history, this time to 
the troubled period before the American Revolution, when frontiers were made terrible 
by incessantly recurrent conflict between whites and Indians. The story centers on 
Salathiel Albine, who was captured by the Indians when a small boy, and raised as 
Little Turtle, the Chief's son. He had grown almost to man's estate before his white 
blood demanded recognition - and the most interesting part of the book tells of the 
conflict between his training and the tug of another world, of how he got his start 
there and how he made his adjustment. Fort Pitt and the country surrounding it saw this 
transformation, and Salathiel proved his unique value in the struggle for survival 
ahead. It is a story of one youth - but it is also a segment out of American colonial 
history, when wrong deeds were performed in the cause of freedom, and when wrong lead~ 
ers set good men against each other. Full panoplied - at times to the paint of confu~ 


sion —- but making a real contribution to deeper comprehension of a period shrouded in 
legend. $2,50 


Pine, Hester THE WALTZ IS OVER Prasel. Yvy"Parrar & Rinehart 


In complete contrast to her earlier caustic novels atout women, this pro- 
vides a sober, solid picture of German immigrants, holding fast to their loyalties to 
all things German, until the present war cut them loose. Not an easy thing to do, but 
she achieves a competent portrait of Americanization, of feminine adaptation through 
family life, through marriage, to a new country. It is a story of three generations, 
the emphasis on the first and third, and on the problem of too close integration with 
things German, within and without the family circle. Good feminine appeal, I should 
think, $2.50 a 
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Thomason, John W. AND A FEW MARINES Scribner 


A collection of tales about Marines the world over, some from previous 
books {Fix Payonets! Marines and Others, ete.) some from magazines, some newee that 
result in good storytelling and excellent reading concerning the Leathernecks. One 
series relates the serio-comic misadventures of Sergeant John Houston; there is another 
series of actual people and events, and the rest are long and short narratives of 
Marines at work, at play, in battle, on a variety of assignments. From the last war 
on, the backgrounds and incidents follow the times; there are South Americans, Chinese, 
Russian, Germans, Nazis; there's land, sea and air activity,- and sirens, spies, wives, . 
sweethearts. A composite picture, mostly fiction, some fact, of particular appeal for ate 
men, and thoroughly entertaining, rousing and often amusing reading. $3, 00 


Easton, Robert THE HAPPY MAN q Viking 


Episodes of the old west, yarning with an authentic— almost non-fictional 
feel- as one man tells in the rough vernacular of the cattlemen of a one-time great 
ranch and the men who worked ite There is Uncle Billy, old Arkansawyer who got reli- 
gion; Duke, ornery, belligerent; Dynamite who has troubles with his women and his wife; 
tales of the bunkhouse, saloon, trail, of women — cattle and flood. Well told, but 
limited in appeal. $2.50 


CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 


January 18 


Armstrong, Charlotte THE CASE OF THE WEIRD SISTERS Coward McCann 


MacDougal Duff confronted by attempts at murder which feature, as prime 
suspects, three (wicked) sisters, one blind, one deaf, and the third having only one 
arm. Duff, by applying all possibilities three times over, manages to trap the right 
persone Involves a side romance and quota of side issues. On the fair side. $2.00 


Late January 
Derleth, August THE SEVEN WHO WAITED ‘  Seribner 
Judge Peck, Sac Prairie solon, untangles a problem with a ten little In- 


dians theme, as the heirs to be of dying Josiah are terrorized by threats and murders. 
Peck correlates questions and answers and finally permits a card sharp heir to turn the 


tables on the killer. Slightly antimacassar. $8000 
Powell, Richard DON'T CATCH ME | Simon & Schuster 
° Philadelphia Main Line, with Andrew, antique dealer, and his wife Arab, 


expert marksman, set on the trail of adventure when they find a fake antique chair. 
The lifting of a museum collection, a Nazi~compelled millionaire, a friendly gunman, a 
rival antique dealer, a curvesome blonde all combine to keep Andrew from his slippers 
and old fashioneds and Arab on her toes with her shooting and headlong dashes into 
action. No brainteaser, this is a superior addlepate merrygoround,. $2, 00 
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Early February 


Ford, Leslie SIREN IN THE NIGHT Scribner 


The siren in this instance is a blackout siren, which creates confusion and 
spoils a perfect crime. A benefactor is murdered and turns out to have been a sadist 
and a brute, well dead and wished dead by family, friends and neighbors. Grace Lathan, 
confidante busybody, obseures the solution by withholding evidence until Col. Primrose 


forces it into the open and uncovers blackmail, bigamy and revenge. Average. $2.00 
February 8 
Hankins, R. M. LONESOME RIVER JUSTICE Macrae Smith 


Carrying on from Lonesome River Range, with the Hamlins leaving their five 
year old twins and ranch in the care of Lefty Allen and old Hughe Lefty's mysterious 
actions have them all doubting his innocence in a bank robbery and murder, but his 
daring and courage save them in the end and win him his gal. Breezy, colloquial. $2.00 


February 19 
Ferrars, E. Xe NECK IN A NOOSE Doubleday, Doran 


Toby Dyke and his man friday, ex-con George, again supply the needed solu- 
tion to an original crime at the psychological moment. Successive false clues sur~ 
round the discovery of a dead man, and a missing corpse, a used revolver, a room wreck- 
ed and nobody home provide puzzlement. Smooth, scientific. English background. $2,00 


Stein, Aaron Mare THE CASE OF THE ABSENT-MINDED PROFESSOR Doubleday, Doran 


Tim Mulligan and his faithful Elsie Mae, researching in a small college, 
find their favorite professor railroaded into an insanity cum murder charge. Chambers, 
brilliant but forgetful, refuses to refute it-and Tim and Elsie Mae have to cope with 
him as well as with a rival professor, a crooked coach, a psychiatrist and an over— 
hearty prexy. Adequate. $2.00 


Leve-February /2 
Head, Matthew THE SMELL OF MONEY Simon & Schuster 


A young painter, Bill, gets a chance at a soft berth as custodian of 
wealthy Mrs. Jimson's collection in California, and there drifts into an affair with 
a married woman and the murder of his kind lady. With the police passing it off as 
robbery, Bill investigates on his own, objectively sees through Mrs. Jimson's retinue 
all out to dig gold. Minor mystery angles, well sustained by a smooth manner. $2.00 


REPRINTS 
PocketBooks for February- Each $.25 


THE POCKET HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES by Nevins & Commager 
MISSION TO MOSCOW by Joseph E. Davies 

THE DUTCH SHOE MYSTERY by Ellery Queen 

THE THIN MAN by Dashiell Hammett 
ARSENTC~AND—-ObDD-bACE-by dgoseph Kesselring _ 
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MUST P&OORS 


February-2o (1) OW ys dg 
Sheean, Vincent BETWEEN THE THUNDER AND THE SUN Random House 
° He's done it again, this author of Personal History and Not Truth but a 


Sword, Ina sense this is quite different. It has the same quality of immediacy, the 
same sureness of foresight, the same gift for being at the right place at the right 
time (for a correspondent, that is - though he probably curses his missing Pearl Harbor 
by inches); once again he shows his ability to blend fast paced adventure with human 
bits of anecdote and by-paths of quiet descriptive writing. Where then - is this dif- 
ferent? There is more analysis of mood and emotional values, of the whys and hows be- 
fore the events; there are more sharp contrasts. The opening chapters seem to find 
him audience to the fiddling while Rome burned~albeit with full and angry awareness of 
the burning. An idyll of a Salzburg Festival, of holidays on the Riviera - and then 
the sweep of events, from 1937 onto a post mortem om Pearl Harbor, all recorded with 
vigor and color, and an occasional whirl for the socialites. $3.00 


AND SEVERAL DARF HORSE POSSIBILITIES 
January 15 
Buchanan, Aimee THE LADY MEANS BUSINESS Simon & Schuster 


Sub-titled "how to reach the top in the business world" - this promises to 
be a blueprint for the business woman who has the chance of a century to seize oppor- 
tunities never before opened to women. In a sense, the timing seems wrong - for 
the fact is obvious ~ the opportunities there for the taking. It should, however, 
serve another purpose, to help women face the situation intelligently, so that they can 
weigh the possibilities of the various fields, and make the most of it. With the prom- 
ised Essandes backing, this book should sell widely, on several counts:- (1) it is a 
sound book; (2) it is a legitimate self help book; (3) the advice is good, the presen- 
tation essentially readable; (4) it covers a broad range, from novice to experienced 
business woman. The author has had wide experience in hiring, firing and training; she 
is Director of Research Bureau of the Encyclopedia Britannica, she knows her stuff. For 
the novice, she outlines 19 basic jobs, shows how they may be used as stepping stones, 
offers the beginner a five year plan and 29 "musts" on office decorum. The second part 
of the text is keyed to the needs of the experienced business woman. In it she gives 
suggestions for coping with competition from men, recognizing insurmountable prejudices, 
play-by-play strategy for getting ahead. Her keen and witty analysis of male executives 
will be readily recognizable !will the men relish it?). Down-to-earth rules pointing 
to success. $2.50 


January 16 


Tregaskis, Richard GUADALCANAL DIARY Random House 


This is part of the February dual selection of the Book of the Month - 
which means plus sales through that publicity. It is also Random House candidate for 
the big reporter's story, to follow the current success, Suez to Singapore. Two points 
in its favor. I found it excellent blow-by-—blow reportage, but not a book that lives 
on after I'd finished it. Vigorous writing, vivid and homely details of the daily 
round, punctue” W@ by attack and threat of attack, humanized by the intimate picture of 
how they ate a... slept - or didn't -— and lived, what they talked about and thought 
about; the ups and downs of morale. Strangely enough, I got a recurrent sense of anti- 
climax, a feeling that the real battle was over the ridge, or around the point of land, 
Or anywhere but where Tragaskis and the units to which he was attached, were dealing 
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with snipers, detached contingents, but not the main forces. One feels -— with the 
marines - keyed to major action - and it doesn't happen. Read for the feel and smell 
and atmosphere of the place; for the human interest bits, personal reeords of indivi- 
dual deeds, cued to home consumption by parenthetical identification of individual hes 
roes with their home towns. You don't get much sense of overall pattern; it is a close- 
up, not a broad view of the action, and it covers only the weeks up to mid-September. 
(With a promised few pages to come summarizing subsequent happenings to Tregaskis him- 
self.) As star reporter for King Features, he was given this chance to share the ex- 
periences - and the perils -.of the front lines..... Watch for another reporter's story 
which dovetails with this for the subsequent weeks, — Ira Wolfert's Battle of the 
Solomons (Houghton). The two books should be sold as a unit - so mention the fact that 


the second is coming shortly, and keep the customer's name, $2.50 
January 4 
Mann, Thomas LISTEN GERMANY Knopf 


From October 1940 to August 1942, Thomas Mann has broadcast -— first through 
someone else, than by shortwave - to listeners braving the danger of discovery in Ger- 
many. Through these fearless messages he has revealed to his listeners the agony ofa 
man who loves Germany, who has faithin the ultimate triumph of Germany's captive mil- 
lions over their tyrants, and who is determined to get through to them the facts their 
government is distorting or concealing, facts of brutality, of beastliness, of the anger 
of the civilized world against them, of the madness of the leaders, of the justifiable 
condemnation of the German people for upholding them. One gets the pattern of events 
highspotted - but it is primarily a pleading for action before it is too late, This 
differs from Listen Hans, the Dorothy Thompson broadcasts by short wave, in that she is 
deliberately organizing her material as constructive propaganda, presenting the cause 
of democracies to the intelligent German listener, while Thomas Mann is pleading, bro- 
ken-heartedly, vigorously, at times engrily, for the Germans to begin at once a process 
of reeducation, lest they perish from the earth. The Thompson book has a message for 
the unthinking American, defining the things for which he is fighting; Mann is thinking 


only of his own people, their name and fame tomorrow. $1, 50 
February 2° . 

MacCormac, John THIS TIME FOR KEEPS Viking 

° I've watched MacCormac with considerable interest, and with a feeling that 


he seems just to miss. the punch that would put his books over. Canada; America’s Prob- 
lem, was unfortunately, and somewhat misleadingly titled, though it was an important 
book; America and World ‘astery (again a poor title) was an excellent analysis of 
Anglo-Canadian-U.S.A. relations, but not easy reading. But now in this new book, This 
Time for Keeps, his passion for the right, his anger at apathy, indifference, stupidity, 
blindness, his determination that this time the war shall not be fought in vain, has 
carried his book through on a high note of challenge. This is the best book I have read 
to put into the hands of our soldiers and sailors everywhere, to give them a deepened 
sense of what they are fighting to uphold, to make them feel that democracy is not a 
failure, but is still in the making - in their making. There is enough of informational 
background, history, a record of trial and error, of cause and effect, to prove how 
different this war is from the last. At times MacCormac may be accused of being hyster- 
ical ~ but I think we need a little of this to drive home the ugly truths. Here are 

the facts and their interpretation to lay the ghost of isolationism, to plant the seeds 
for constructive planning for a new post-war world. (Though this is not a blueprint for 
such a world, but simply a foundation builder). Here is a background for better under— 
standing and appreciation of our allies, to forestall the tendency on the part of 


Americans to lay claim tc credit for things we could not have done had not 
See report P. 931 
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Britain and Russia and China performed miracles. Here is a book to help towards better 
reading between the lines of our newspapers. Here is the story of enemy atrocities-— 
and their roots, the ideas behind the thinking of the Axis powers, the strategy of the 
Axis and its results in strengthening the forces against us. Here are the answers to 
the cynics; they are the answers of an idealist who is at the same time a realist, a 
man who believes in the Four Freedoms, but is well aware that we have them often onlv 
in theory, and that after the war we must have them in fact, and that now is not too 
soon to begin. In conclusion he pleads for "dynamic democracy, not less democracy, but 
more, a democracy that works internationally and insures material plenty without sacrif 
icing political freedom...which offers security with freedom". He makes clear why we 
need to know what sort of peace we are fighting for - he gives the answer to those who 
ask that we stick to the job at hand and finish it ~ first. He points out the trends, 
warns of the pitfalls, analyzes briefly the suggestions already launched, the imple- 
mentation of Lease~Lend as a proving ground for a carrier belt for world trade. It 

is a book for everyone, first, perhaps, for the men in the service, to hearten them 

and build morale; second for the men and women at home. It won't sellitself, Put your 
shoulder behind it - for here is a book worth the effort. Do this as part of your con- 
tribution towards making democracy safe for the world. $2.00 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 


January 4 
Mankin, Vie MODERNISTIC CHIP CARVING Bruce 


Good craft book, intended for the amateur, but somewhat technical in type 
of design if by "amateur" the author means "beginner". The directions are clear, the 
instructions for selection of material and use of equipment are excellent, but the 
author assumes a good deal of knowledge on the part of the pupil as to terminology, 


technique, etc. A useful book for craft classes. Fully illustrated, photographs and 
diagrams. $1.75 cloth Paper $1,25 


Straight, Michael MAKE THIS THE LAST WAR Harcourt, Brace 





I learned a lot from this book; I am sure most people will. To me the 
factual content was more valuable - andsounder—than the inspirational and challenging 
aspects. For here is a close-up of the machinery, the organization of the United Na- 
tions today, the steps by which the war is implemented, the supplies routed, the deci- 
sions as to allocation arrived at, the definitions and elaborations of joint boards and 
committees already functioning, horizontally and vertically, to coordinate the war ef- 
fort in total war. Michael Straight has been a newspaper man in Washington; he has 
been on the staff of the Adviser on International Hconomics of the Department of State; 
he has served on the National Power Policy Committee; he has written on national and 
international problems, identified himself withvarious liberal groups for aggressive 
waging of the battle of democracy, ana is shortly to join the U.S. Air Corps, This 
strengthens his presentation of a revolutionary plan for using the United Nations now 
as a nucleus for a far-reaching world federation. Exciting but very controversial. $3.00 


Holmes, Henry Wyman THE ROAD TO COURAGE: Sources of Morale in Men & Nations Knopf 


A book for reflection, guidance and some solace, not the routine self-help 
sop, but an intelligent, thoughtful discussion of courage and its components by a PRro- 
fessor of Education at Harvard. With some philosophical allusion, he interprets morale, 
the social ends of courage, stamina and fitness, efficiency in work, happiness, beliefs, 
loyalties, service, and so on, Should have a plus sale in religious book department 
as well, $2.50 
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January 4 
Jesse, F. Tennyson THE SAGA OF SAN DEMETRIO Knopf 


Grand tribute to the heroism of the officers and crew of the Mercantile 
Marine in a story of the oiler San Demetrio, one of the convoy conducted by Jervis Bay. 
Shelled and set on fire by the Admiral Scheer, the vessel was abandoned. Two days 
later, a boatload of her survivors boarded her and effected sufficient repairs to 
bring her back to port with her "pool petrol” nearly intact. The plan of the ship and 
the roster of the men give a rounded aspect to the record, and the whole account loses 


nothing of the drama and epic quality of the stirring event. Plus sale small item. 
$1.25 


January 5 


Heilum Amanda Watkins & YOU CAN WHITTLE AND CARVE Bruce 
Gotshall, Franklin H. 


Excellent basic book (‘see report on Pe. 631 on book on chip carving). The 
authors discuss the tools, how to use them, how to choose the woods, etce, illustrat-— 
ing each point, each step with diagrams or photographs. Then they take successive 
projects, of increasing difficulty,~ plaques, book ends, jewelry, figure carving, 
{animals and humans) ~ suggesting designs, and indicating the process. The final sec- 
tion deals with finishes. Again a valuable bookfor craft classes. $2.25 


Quintanilla, Luis A LATIN AMERICAN SPEAKS Macmillan 


There has been so much about Latin America written by North Americans that 
it makes an interesting contrast to have a Latin American, counsellor of the Mexican 
Embassy in Washington (and professor of political science at George Washington Uni- 
versity) write from the other angle in an attempt to clear up misunderstandings on 
both sides. In the first third of the book, he deals with Latin America and the 
United States separately, pointing out likenesses which should bring about closer af- 
filiation. There is one amusing section in which he presents verbatim the popular 
conception of the North American in the mind of the Latin American, and vice versa. 

He does not hesitate to criticize strongly many social evils in both parts of the 
hemisphere, but he claims that the main thing which unites the two is love of democracy 
The second part discusses the differences, from what he feels is the one-sided, inef- 
ficient and outmoded Monroe Doctrine, through the development of Pan Americanism. He 
points out the main difficulty in economic autocracy and exploitation by North Ameri- 
can capital. The last section hopefully points to a trend towards the Bolivar ideals 
and a hemisphere bloc for democracy versus fascism. Well~ccnstructed, informative, 
but weakened by a tendency towards emotional dramatics, which throws doubt on its ob- 


Jectivity. And at times, he seems a bit vague and unrealistic. Nonetheléss. a val- 
uable book, $2, 50 
Macmillan 


Talbot-Booth, E. C. MERCHANT SHIPS: 1941 


Announced originally for November publication (See Page 562), now set for 
this date. Famous standard, more important than ever in these days, as this revised 
edition gives not only detailed data on merchant ships the world over, but a pertinent 
section on German Aircraft Recognition Silhouettes,- front, side, bottom views, arma~ 
ment, special features. Illustrated with 150 photographs and 2,400 drawings. $19, 00 


January 7 
Williams, Albert Rhys THE RUSSIANS Harcourt, Brace 


The author of The Soviets and various other works on Russia is recognized 
as an expert. In this new book he gives a clearcut, composite picture of the Russian 
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people, how and why they are fighting. Inspired by the advancements and echievements 
Communism has given them, by their belief in a "society of plenty, justice and free- 
dom", they have been able to offer the resistance which has awed the world. The peo- 
ples, representing 189 races, and the sixteen republics of the Soviet have maintained 
their individual cultures. He writes of the red soldier and the red army, Of training, 
equipment, transport, morale; of agriculture, labor, schools, medicine, science, press, 
religion; of the position of women and the family; and of the leader, Stalin. Brief 
digest of various aspects of Soviet life and the working and fighting outlook of the 


people. Informed and informative - useful reference tool. $2.00 
January 18 
Cannon, Sgéte Jimmy THE SERGEANT SAYS Knopf 


Here in book form is the material that ran as a column in PM, good, gen- 
uine, casual army talk, but keyed more to the interests of the people who want to know 
about Army life from the outside, rather than for the soldier market. He has an ear 
for the lingo, a genuine love of people, he writes now with tough mug sentiment, now 
almost lyrically, of the Army and the boys, What they feel and think, like and dis- 


like, do and shouldn't do, personal anecdotes, impressions, conversations. He includ- 
ed tips about leaves, passes, visitors, soldier ways and prejudices. $2.50 
Young, Roland THIS IS CONGRESS Knopf 


The Secretary of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Senate contributes 
here a book about Congress, how it operates (and doesn’t), what influences it, what 
functions and what powers it has. Analysis and critique, with good and bad clearly 
pointed out. Young shows how Congress craves greater powers and resents those of the 
Executive. Fe shows how each Congressman has the problem of spending time to insure 
the allegiance of his constituents or working for the national good. He shows the 
pressure brought to bear in varied directions. He discusses the distribution of power, 
committees, party bosses; the legislative procedure behind each bill, mechanics and 
strategy; the Congressman as a type; the execution ofglaws; the spending of money. 

The main defects he points out are these,~ too many committees, poor communications, 
the need for new purse strings, the makeup of Congress as a body without a head. A 
good bookfor students of politics and government. $2.75 


Macmillan 


Thompson, Virginia POSTMORTEM ON MALAYA 


The author of Thatland does an important book for background and reference 
in this appraisal of Malaya. But its value today is definitely for the student, as 
there is no news value in the material, no attempt to present the problems of today 
and tomorrow. It is a serious study of this country of many peoples, many administra- 
tions, whose fundamental weakness lies in lack of homogeneity. Inha*itants, geography, 
crops, tin and rubber (both previously over-produced and over+capitalized, bringing 
the country prosperity and poverty); the wartime trade boom, militarization, and the 
passive -— and inadequate - defense measures. Proof here of English apathy, of the 
anachronistic crown colony system, of artitrary administration. Limited market. $3.00 

January 20 nil e, 


mee 





Harper 


Fine Benjamin EDUCATIONAL PUBLICITY 


This is a book which might be useful as a guide to public libraries in 
planning their publicity programs; although the subject dealt with is specifically ed- 
ucational publicity, many of the problems and angles are similar, and basic principles 
are analyzed and discussed. There is the necessity of long range programs, of commun- 
ity relationship, of building for an intelligent public understanding. A substantial 
portion of the text deals with technique and procedure, liberally illustrated with 
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samples, good and bad, and advice on how to develop a campaign, how to putit over, 

what papers to use and how, how to cover conferences and meetings, how to handle re- 
porters, problems of censorship, problems of public relations and internal publicity. 
And there is a brief but pertinent section on the building of a publicity staff, a pub- ti 


licity bureau and the costs. A book on which a special market can be found. $3.00 
January is” 
Wolfert, Ira BATTLE FOR THE SOLOMONS Houghton, Mifflin 


Perhaps we are going to get the battle for the Solomons piecemeal, with no 
chance at overall reporting, no attempt at revealing a pattern. For here —- a last min- 
ute arrival, reaching us after copy had been cut on Guadalcanal Diary (Page 629) is its 
team mate. Together, each gives more significance to the other. The Wolfert book is a 
closup; there's no possible charge of being on the outskirts of battle here. For he 
describes the battles on the beaches, in the water just off shore, in the air within 
sight — grandstand seat throughout. One is less aware of the setting, the feel of the 
place, the round of life; and more aware of sharply defined dramas of incredible bat- 
tles of sea and air. Wolfert, as well as Tregaskis, strikes the "small town" note with 
his personal references regarding the men he mentions. His style is colloquial, slangy; 
and he loves his puns. $2.00 


&) 


Vernam, Roger DRAWING PEOPLE FOR FUN YRmreh Aa- Harper 


A good hobby book for that growing number of amateurs who get fun out of 
sketching, with no aspirations towards hanging masterpieces in art galleries. This 
book has two values - first it inspires the interested reader in a conviction that it 
is possible to go and do likewise; second it is a how to do it book, liberally illus- 
trated with suggestive line drawings illustrating the points. The author advocates 
serious study of the human body, the mechanics of action, etc. but shows how this can 
be self-taught, or worked out in groups. Good suggestions for practice and studies. 

A book for the amateur ~ for self-teaching ~— but also for art school libraries, public 


libraries, etc. $3,50 


January 22 
Myklebost, Tor THEY CAME AS FRIENDS Doubleday, Doran 


This, as far as I know, is the first general book about occupied Norway. 
Sigrid Undset told part of the story; the Mayor of Narvik told another part; novels 
probably based on fact presented various facets. But this reads as authentic, straight— 
forward, unaccented handling ~ from 1940 on, following the German invasion. For two 
months a freedom loving peoplecchose war, in spite of unpreparedness, rather than Quis- 
liug; then, after succumbing, they encountered a front of friendliness, soon to be re- 
placed by hostility, and metit with silent resistance and mockery. He traces the steps 
by which the. Nazis tried to break the people, striking at labor, the church,, the 
schools, finally - through Heydrich ~the installation of a reign of terror. He tells 
of Norway's counter-—opposition, underground propaganda machine, country-wide unity of 
spirit and action, protesting the Nazi regime. Interesting, revealing reading. $2.50 


Perelman, S. J- THE DREAM DEPARTMENT Random House 


Makes for some wide grins, as pixey—haunted Perelman discourses on adver- 
tising, magazine articles, Schrafft's meals, bores, eccentric Christmas ideas, column- 
ists, jitterbug literature, publishers’ catalogues, and so on. Moments in these cast 
ing out of personal devils that take one way up; there are a few that fall flat; there 


are gratuitous dramas, and there is a vision of Mr. P. shuddering away from his horrows 
$2,00 


of bees, fish, underwear, dentists, tobacco, cup cakes and assorted nightmares. 
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January 25 
Lane, Rose Wilder THE DISCOVERY OF FREEDOM Coward, McCann 


A book that bears the earmarks of long, long thoughts ~ and hasty exetu- 
tion, for Mrs. Lane has brought together under this title much of what must comprise 
her own credo, expanded, enlarged and adapted to today’s crisis. Viewed in the whole, 
one can see major outlines; as one reads it seems choppy, discursive, unorganized, and 
superficial. The whole is dominated by a sincere belief that there is a universality 
of a religious basis for thought and action, whatever name is given it, that one's 
standard of values is actually one's God. She sets out then to prove that actually 
nothing is new,~ communism, planned economy, war, politics, vested authority under 
any guise. That belief in Authority being responsible for welfare leads to the setting 
up of an image, and that in turn to poverty and wars. There have been three main 
channels in attempts to get away from this, to establish the fact of individual free- 
dom:— the way of Jesus Christ, the way of Mohammed, and the American Revolution, which 
has taken many forms and is still going on. It released human energies which changed 
the world, but the end is not yet. The Americ’an Revolution is now a World Revolution, 
with the ultimate goal the discovery of freedom for all and the boundless powers of 
released energy, as yet untapped.....That's what I got out of the book. So what? wea! 


January 26 
Prunieres, Henry A NEW HISTORY OF MUSIC Macmillan 


From the Middle Ages to Mozart, this is the first large scale musical his- 
tory by a Frenchman, and is a partial outgrowth of the medieval revival in France and 
an attempt to bring music out of the domination of the latter 19th century (Beethoven- 
Brahms, etc.). Highly specialized, though an exhaustive and impressive piece of work 
which traces the development, structure, science of musical forms from the Gregorian 
chants to the chansons and Lieders,to the Renaissance in France and Italy. Then on to 
oratorios and cantatas, opera and opera comique, ballet, vocal music, sacred music.. 
From a large number of more or less unfamiliar names, some better known emerge, - 
Palestrina, Gluck, Scarlatti, Handel, Bach, Haydn, Mozart. For students and profes~ 
sionals. $5.00 


Whitaker, John T. WE CANNOT ESCAPE HISTORY Macmillan 


A foreign correspondent of many fronts surveys the European scene,over 
the past ten years, adds little new to the story of the democracies versus the Axis, 
but writes with vigor and revealing detail based on personai experience, interviews, 
etc. The outline is familiar: Hitler and his new militarism, Mussolini's parallel, 
Spain, Fngland under the "businessman from Birningham tith 4 revail mind and whole~ 
sale problems", France and her defensive menial’ty, #ugiand’s tnree great men, Russia, 
the underestimated, America and isolationism. Once Ame.ica puts isolationism behind 
her, and England imperialism behind her, the future of demosracy is assured. $2.75 


January 27 
Lear, John FORGOTTEN FRONT Dutton 


Peru, the forgotten front whose sympathies the U.S.A. must enlist before 
it is too late - this is his thesis, grown cut of a harrowing experience which he de- 
tails in this book. As A P correspondent assigned to South America to study the Nazi 
silent war for controi, he had flown to Iquitos via a two-plane airline conducted by 
an ex-American now wanted by the government. There he saw ample evidence of Nazi in- 
doctrination. And homeward bound he met disaster. He was sirunded in the desert, with 
two others, and with them made his way on foot to safety, sustained by one bottle of 
water and one bananal The book is primarily the story of that adventure. $2.50 
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Howe, Eleanor HOUSEHOLD HINTS FOR HOMEMAKERS Appleton-—Century 


The editor of the magazine "What's New in Home Economics" has prepared a 
manual and reference book for the housekeeper seeking to improve her efficiency which 
I, for one, shall secure on publication date. Chockablock with tips for saving foods, 
for preventing those minor accidents that wreck a meal, for substituting one ingred- 
ient for another on a scientific basis, for understanding why things go wrong and pre~ 
venting them. Practical, imaginative, curious information along all lines:- breads, 
cakes, pastry, waffles, beverages, canning, condiments, storage of foods, dairy prod- 
ucts, desserts, economy hints, eggs, fats, fruits, meats, salads, soups; final sectibns 
on laundering, on cleaning, on care of equipment. Name thedepartment - and it is 
represented. A good backlog book for the careful housewife. Illustrated. $2.00 


la 
> . 


‘ Mal -”) 
Maisel, Albert Q. MIRACLES OF MILITARY MED{CINE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Simplification, "pop" style, of the advancesof medicine which have either 
been the result of war, or are selected for this volume because they will prove inval- 
uable in war time. Good material - some new, some familiar. Shock treatment, plasma 
and the blood bank, the closed cast for compound fractures and its reduction of gan- 
grene, Dr. Moorhead and the replacement of the X-ray with the "locator" treatment 
of burns, of infections with the sulfa drugs; plastic, brain and chest surgery; malaria 
and the new substitute for quinine; local anaesthesis. Finally, army medicine in prac— 


tice, flight surgeons, field doctors, etc. Science simplified, which seems a popular 
$2.75 


gag these days. 
Klrrercy ? 
Harrison, Margaret CAPTAIN OF THE| ANDES Richard R. Smith 
’ 

This is a biography of Jose de San Martin, the Argentine leader of the Re- 
volution in the South, and the biographer pictures him as unselfish, ascetic, reserved, 
self~denying ~- a "saint of the Sword", while Bolivar is pictured as selfish, egotisti- 
cal, bombastic and crafty and directly responsible for San Martin's withdrawal from 
leadership and his retirement from public life and eventual exile, driven by slander 
and political attack to France, where he lived his last years, poor, embittered, mis- 
understood. The outline of his life ~- son of a Captain in the Spanish Army and brought 
up in Spain, going back to South America at personal sacrifice at the age of 34 to aid 
in the Revolution and becoming the foremost leader of the armies of the South, until 
such time as he felt it necessary, for the cause, to relinquish this leadership to 
Bolivar ~- all this is thinly etched, while the emphasis is put on general historical, 
social and political background. Fairly good reading, though one could wish for a more 


rounded picture of the man. Illustrated and indexed. $3.00 
February 1 
Benton, Walter , THIS IS MY BELOVED Knopf 


("I was pretty shocked", said the reader. So ‘ware. She's not easily 
shocked.) High voltage verse, this, in free verse for a sequence of lyrics commemorating 
a love affair and its termination. Intimate corporeal and physical detail and extra- 


vagant praise thereof, in what might mildly be termed erotica. D.H. Lawrence-move overe 
$2.00 


Mabee, Carleton F. AMERICAN LEONARDO: Samuel F.B. Morse Knopf 


A blend of Morsiana and studious appraisal of Morse’s contribution to the 
American scene, in a biography that emphasizes more than the fame in telegraphy in 
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this versatile genius, - artist, inventor, business man and politician. Of aristocratic 
lineage and stimulating background, he made small mark at Andover and Yale, but per~ 
severed in lines that interested him, received some recognition abroad and at home, 

but put in years of struggle to receive recognition for the now universal Morse code. 
His was a life of controversy (patent lawyers, anti-Catholic, anti-abolition activities, 
etc.), struggle, misfortune and ultimate achievement, He played an important part in 
the Atlantic cable fiasco and ultimate success; he had a share in Matthew Vassar's 


founding of Vassar College. Capable presentation of a rugged American. $5.00 
| P 
+ £ Suen 
Baker, E.T. THE HOME VETERINARIAN'S HANDBOOK ' Macmillan 


So far as I know, this has not been done before, in a form that the amateur, 
as well as the experienced farmer can use, day in, day out. In alphabetical arrange- 
ment, this is a guide for meeting the emergencies that arise with farm animals, poult- 
ry, etc. Under the individual heading comes first a definition, then a description of 
the symptoms (provided it is a disease), thenfirst aid procedure. There is not only 
emergency aid, but factual information on hundreds of subjects. Over 700 items. 
Indexed. Illustrated with 54 photographs. $2.50 


Gabrielson, Ira Ne _ WILDLIFE REFUGES ge Y Macmillan 
; 


Gabrielson is the director of Fish and Wildlife Service of the U.S. Depart~ 
ment of the Interior, and his book has a highly specialized appeal for all concerned 
in problems of conservation, and for students of wildlife and naturalists. The aver- 
age reader would find the material competently handled but not enlivened with the 
"human interest" bits about animals that would extend the appeal to the general public. 
For such readers, the chapter on Seal Refuges in Alaska and the Okefenokee Swamp are 
the most interesting. State refuges, private refuges, federal operated refuges, ~- 
one after another, meticulously presented, with purpose, history, operation and so 
on - from Canada to Mexico. Undoubtedly the most comprehensive book on the subject 
that has been published, well planned, well executed. Profusely illustrated. $4, 00 


February 10 


Blake, Dorothy IT'S ALL IN THE FAMILY: The Diary of Morrow 
an American Housewife, Dec. 7, 1941 to Dec. 1, 1942 


Long Island background again, as in Diary of a Suburban Housewife (1936), 
with lots of food talk, family problems giving way to larger issues, and a general 
tenor of domestication turning into the civilian front. There is the first war hyster- 
ia, the son's attempts to get into aviation, Christmas with a crowded house, the 
spasmodic care of Chunky and his dog Hosky, the daughter's marriage to a boy in the Navy, 
the son's departure for camp, the lonesomeness of the house. And then the quickening 
of tempo as they take in "permanent guests", and as rationing, air raid practice, 
victory gardens and community efforts fill the days. Good women's group appeal. $2.50 


February 15 
Hunter, Dard PAPERMAKING Knopf 
Very specialized market for this exhaustive treatise on the subject of 


papermaking, a book made up of selection of material from ten books published over a 
period of 35 years, mostof them out of print, and all important to some phase or other 
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of the industry, or to bibliophiles or collectors. The historical background is 
sketched from the earliest known days of papermaking in China, 1000 years before it 

was know to the Occidantal world. The intricate technicalities of moulds (wove, laid, 
deekle are terms that survive today); ofsizes (there are over 240); of uses of paper 

in the Orient, the ceremonial as well as the practical uses in Europe and America. 

He covers all phases of watermarks, the progress in paper-making materials, from linen 
and cotton to wood and vegetable fibres. And he brings up paper-making machinery to 
the present, though the bulk of the text deals with handmade papers. Extensive chron- 
Ology and bibliography. Fully illustrated. $3.75 


February 15 
Nathan, Robert JOURNAL FOR JOSEPHINE Knopf 


There is no more steadfast and loyal group of followers than those of the 
Nathan cult, so this simple, quiet diary of the Nathan family summer on the Cape will 
have its market readymade, even though it isn’t another Nathan novel. From May to 
September ~the round of homely activities, boating, fishing (and catching nothing), 
digging clams, lobster suppers, beach parties, picnics, punctuated by airplane spot- 
ting, first aid classes. U. S. 0. entertainment, talk of war and desultory topics, cri- 
ticising freely and broadly, and tacitly recognizing the fact that it may be the last 


summer for such casual freedom of life, even for writers. $1.75 
February | 9 
Connelly, James B. MASTER MARINER Doubleday, Doran 


Amasa Delano, American sea captain, portrayed in a conversational delinea- 
tion of his life, his voyages, his contributions - a man outstanding for his times. 
Connolly dwells particularly on his achievements as a trader, for his natural curios-~ 
ity led to his correcting of charts, navigation, noting port laws, trading conditions, 
discovery and exploration; he introduced innoculation; he noted details of land flora 
and fauna, of weather, and so on. A competent shipmaster himself, he had no use for 
incompetents; he was generous in his praise of foreign people and their customs; he 
learned all he could of savage tribes, of the slave trade, of Sultans, of convicts. 

All in all quite a boy, this stalwart seaman, whose story should appeal to those who 
enjoy anything to do with the days of American sail. $800 


bate Febrtiary 4/;2 
Breasted, Charles PIONEER TO THE PAST Scribner 


A son writes of his father, the eminent Oriental scholar, historian, arch- 
aeologist, explorer, in warm-hearted terms, revealing the stature of the man and his 
work. From a boyhood on the Illinois prairies, where he started with no advantages of 
background, lineage, opportunity, through a record of disappointments, struggles, set-— 
backs, until he became an authority in his field. He tells of the acquisition of 
equipment for his chosen field, of study for the ministry, of the first reachings to- 
warde Egyptology, of long years of travel, teaching and lecturing, of his writings and 
the realization of his dream. The portrait of an American scientist, with enough of 
the man and his personal relations to add an unaffected distinction. Important in 
a somewhat limited field, but more interesting reading than one might expect. $3.50 

















December 15, 1942 Non-fiction - 639 - 


Late_lebruaery— 
More, } 
THE 1000 YEAR CONSPIRACY 


Winkler, Paul Scribner 
A survey of the spiritual ancéstors of Hitler's imperialistic ambitions, 
identifying the forces behind Nazism as age long heritages, rather than immediately 
Hitlerian, or reaction to Versailles treaty terms, or derivatives from basic German 
traits. The author explores the forerunners of Mein Kampf, from Treitsche, von Bern- 
hardi, etc. back to the armed order of Teutomic Knights and the growth of Prussian- 
ism. He traces the ideas and formulas, the leader-subject attitudes, the hypocrisy, 
mania for world domination, aggression, egotism, fanatic and disciplinarian mentality, 
antagonism towards Christianity. He then turns to the challenge for those fighting on 
the spiritual front, warning, encouraging. Plus sale for religious book department. 
But very special in appeal to ganeral market. $2.75 
Simon & Schuster 


Ullistein, Herman THE RISE AND FALL OJ? THE HOUSE OF ULLSTEIN 


This seems like a good idea - or maybe it did at the time it was planned- 
but it doesn’t quite come off. Somehow, the story of Germany, as glimpsed through the 
history of the world's largest publishing house, isn't something one wants particularly 
to read about. Nor is the astounding record of growth - in less than a century -— from 
casual purchase of one small paper, to publishing an imposing number of newspapers, 
weeklies, illustrated journals, magazinesof all types, and books, sufficiently dramatic 
a story in itself to carry to an American reading public. Readers in the field of pub- 
lishing + whether newspapers, magazine or book publishing -— will find it worth reading. 
I question the interest of the general public. Public Libraries and college and jour- 
nalism schools may find it a valuable record of the struggle of the liberal press 


against the forces of Nazism. $3.00 


Broadway Successes in Book Form 


Wilder, Thornton SKIN OF OUR TEETH Harper 
This strange fantasy is a startling success on Broadway, where seats are 
sold out two months ahead. Read — rather than seen — it demands the reader's concen- 
trated attention, sensitive awareness to the overtones and undertones which perfect 
casting have given the stage drama. Sure to arouse interest and controversy every- 
where. (Dec.) $2.00 


Random House 


Crouse, Russel & Lindsay, Howard STRIP FOR ACTION 


An ingenious comedy, which should have timely appeal, even for readers, as 
it deals with a burlesque troupe and an Army camp. (Jan. 8) $2.00 


Random House 


Behrman, S. N. THE PIRATE 


Now playing in New York. 


Field day for the Lunts in a costume piece. 
(Bebemt) 3/7 $2.00 


Random House 


Van Druten, John & Morris THE DAMASK CHEEK 


The period is 1909 - the setting the East Sixties in New York. A pleas- 
(Feb. 


1) $2.00 


ant comedy, which has definite appeal to women. 
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Three Late Comers 

Cobb, Irvin S. ROLL CALL Bobbs-Merrill 

Patriotic rallying of American highspots, + people, places, sayings, deeds, 

whose theme is "Uncle Sam needn't be ashamed of his seed" -— in loosely woven prose and 


poetry. To be read for the sincerity of the author rather than solely for literary 
worth. As given over the air, the cumulative effect of the American panorama gave a 


sense of pride and the best kind of staunch Americanism. (Published) $1.00 
Hill, Max EXCHANGE SHIP Farrar & Rinehart 
. Heaped up, packed down and running over with human interest and anecdotal 


material, this record of the A P Chief, formerly of the Tokyo bureau, confirms and 
expands the horror stories that have permeated the country since the landing of the 
exchanged prisoners from the Gripsholm. Diplomats, missionaries, newspapermen, who 

had spent months of incredible hardship and cruelty in Japanese prisons, pooled their 
experiences, checked and double checked, until the record is a true one. There is some 
flashback to the pre-war period; there is an excellant profile of Tojo, virtual dic- 
tator; but in the main, this is the record of the treatment accorded Americans after 
December 7th. If any further proof were needed of the perfidy, cruelty, inhumanity of 


the Japs, here it is. Absorbing reading, though there is almost too much horror. 
(Dec. 28) $2.50 


MacLeish, Archibald AMERICAN OPINION AND THE WAR Macmillan 


A tiny booklet, which - at a smaller price — might well have a good plus 
sale as a Christmas item. Try to put it over, anyhow, as its content is worth the 
price and more. The text was MacLeish's Rede Lecture, given at the University of Cam- 
bridge (England) on July 30th. In it he takes his place with such spokesmen as Vice- 
President Wallace, Mr. Welles, and others, who acclaim this as "the century of the 
common man". He traces the change in mood and emotios and thought, as the average man 
in the street accepts the challenge, demands that this war be not fought in vain. He 
decries the new isolationist stand - which "opposes the country’s determination to 


face the peace!" $,75 


Note on Corrections of report — Page 618 - 
Lehman & Yarman OPPORTUNITIES IN THE ARMED FORCES Viking 


The proof on which the report was based has been drastically edited so that 
the statement, calling attention to "a certain amount of erroneous material due to 
changes which are in constant process: - ie the Specialist Corps, which is no more, is 
described with fervor" ~ should be deleted. The vinished book has been corrected up to 
the moment of release, and every buyer of the book is entitled to a mailing service 
which will keep him up to date on similar changes, revisions, corrections, etc;, this 
service to be rendered by the publisher. Definite publication date - 12/18. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Doubleday, Doran - Romulo, Col. C.P. — I SAW THE FALL OF THE PHILIPPINES - definite 


date 12/31 539 

Harper + Priestley, J.B. -— BLACK-OUT IN GRETLEY - From 1/2 to 2/3 603 
Little, Brown — Carpenter, Margaret + EXPERIMENT PERILOUS - from 1/5 to 3/? 558 
Yacmillan — Fernald, J. - DESTROYER FROM AMERICA ~ definite date 1/12 616 
Knopf - Hamilton, T. J. — APPEASEMENT'S CHILD - from 1/18 to 2/1 613 
Siodmak, Curt - DONOVAN'S BRAIN - from 1/4 to 2/1 585 

Yorrow - Dickson, Carter - SHE DIED A LADY —- from 1/6 to 1/27 610 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS TO YOU ALL 
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